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Shradhanjali!
, 

A Tribute to 
Mother-Grand Mother & 

Great Grand Mother

Smt.	Raj	Lakshmi	Kaul

Smt. Raj Lakshmi Kaul-(Gauri ji) daughter of Late Pt. Nanak Chand Kachroo (Fateh Kadal) & wife 
of Late Pt. Gopi Nath Kaul (Ount) Karfalli Mohalla -Breathed her last on 2nd Dec 2020 at 6:45 PM very 
peacefully at her residence (Pamposh Colony –Janipur, Jammu) in presence of her three generations.

She was not skilled with pen & paper, yet her life and legacy her passion for life, her compassion 
for others and her loyality to her faith, her Self-sacrifice and an uncomplaining  spirit always used to 
light the Souls of those she loved, touched & served. Because of her selfless acts of kindness, her love 
for family, her presence of mind, ready wits & humor she was loved & respected by all.

We will forever love & adore her for everything she taught us in life she will live in our hearts 
forever. 

You and your blessings will be forever with us.
Remembering you in our silent tears and broken heart.

In Grief

Koul (Ounts), Kachroo’s, Mattoo’s, Dhar’s, Tikoo’s, Bhat’s, Raina’s & Mathu’s.
Address: - H.no.51, Sector -2, Pamposh Colony, Janipur Main Stop (Jammu Tawi)-180001, J&K
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Joint Press Conference held in Jammu by AIKS, GKPD & JKVM 
on Sept 03, 2024
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From the 

Editor-in-ChiefEditor-in-ChiefEditor-in-Chief

A year has passed since I wrote the last 
September Editorial. I refreshed my 
memory by opening this editorial and 

tried to reflect on what has changed for me and 
my community in these last 365 days. My inner 
voice, resoundingly, responded – NOTHING! 

thCome the Day 14  September, and we replayed 
the ritual of meetings, to pay tributes to our 
martyrs for whom this day is commemorated as – 
Balidan Divas. In the last 34 years, if we have 
added anything to our history, it is, sadly, the two 
rituals – one is BALIDAN DIVAS and the other 
is VISTHAPAN DIVAS. On these two days, we 
meet at various places across the globe, 
reminisce the tragic and torturous killings of our 
brethren and the mass exodus of a whole race 
uprooted from its roots and thrown into the 
wilderness of this globe. We wrap up the rituals 
with some emotional and some fiery outpourings 
and then retire to our routine life, only to replay 
this act the next season.

There is a big question that emanates from 
this theatric – what has the community 
consolidated from these rituals? Except for not 
forgetting these great souls who sacrificed their 
lives for our future, there seems nothing tangible. 
Are these sacrifices worth just remembrance? 
My inner voice rebelliously retorts – NO! These 
sacrifices were to teach us the lesson of uniting, 
consolidation and one community purpose. We 
were expected to stand as a single unit that would 
fight for its return and rehabilitation with respect 
and glory. Well, that has been evading for the last 
34 years. A formidable part of it is because of our 
own doing. All these three decades we created 
several platforms, had voices in diverse directions 
with no unanimity. This weakened our purpose of 
fight. It stunted the voice into noise and thus was 
never heard with concern by the powers at the 
helm. We, maybe unintentionally, betrayed the 
sacrifices that we ritualistically commemorate 

th thon 14  September and 19  January.

Look at the scenario today. Last five years 
got J&K into equality with the rest of the country 
after the abrogation of the Article 370; it saw the 
UT, particularly, the valley flourishing with 
reforms and newer business opportunities that 
brought substantial change in the economic status 
of the UT. Can we think of one benefit that accrued 
for the KP community? If we have, it is 
uncertainty for those brethren living in the valley 
and the ones serving there under the PM Package 
programme.

Ironically, while the UT is preparing to return 
to statehood and the valley is abuzz with the 
election fever, we are sitting on the fence, 
watching the turn of events and hoping something 
coming out for us from it. Isn't that a pity? When 
we should have been an equal participant in the 
process of electing our representatives who would 
work and fight for our concerns, we are not there in 
the battlefield. Even if there are candidates from 
the community,  they are there more as 
representatives of a political party than that of the 
community. What might be a miracle, if any of 
them gets elected, their first commitment will be 
to the goals of the party they represent than us as 
the community. Under the new scenario, our 
masters will change but our woes will not.

I wonder why we have not been able to 
decipher, for three long decades, as to what is 
wrong with us. It was never a rocket science. 
Many wise persons have signaled from time to 
time that our fragmented society is our undoing. 
They kept warning us that there is no other 
solution to our problem than consolidation. The 
call of the hour is to dissolve the ego, merge all 
organisations into one strong front and fight as a 
unit. Remember, Jews too were in scant numbers 
but they succeeded only as one unit.

Food for Thought!
Namaskar!

From the President's Desk

NAAD  SEPTEMBER 2024îî

Our forced exodus in 90s is indeed a blackspot on 
the history of Kashmir, howsoever one might try 
to pass it off as a collateral damage of terrorism 

but that shall not stick because it was a violent 
thdisplacement and dispossession because of a faith. 14  

September every year reminds the displaced KP 
community of the horrors of the time which were 
compounded by the assassination of Pt Tika Lal Taploo on 

thSeptember 13,1989 and that is how 14  September each 
year is observed as Martyrs' Day. His death rendered KPs 
as political orphans because he represented their strong 
and lone political voice. His death spread like a wild fire 
and the message was not lost on the community. 
Consequent to it triggered a chain of KP assassinations 
thereafter when KP intellectuals and veterans became 
victims this mad religious fundamentalist frenzy. With his 
death, KPs lost the most popular and tallest leader of the 
times.

Lot of water has drained down the Vitasta since 
then. Kashmir has been gradually limping back if not to 
normalcy but definitely short of it. This has happened in 
the absence of its native aborigines called Kashmiri 
Pandits who continue to be in a running exile. Can it be 
then safely said that Kashmir is headed towards greater 
Islamisation with no checks and balances. The biggest 
example of such a religious tilt comes from none other 
than the major mainstream local political party of the 
place declaring in its political manifesto that holy 
Shankaracharya hill will be named as Takhat-e-Seleiman 
and Hari Parbhat as Kohi-Maran. Such pronouncements 
have become scary for the displaced KPs and other non-
Muslim minorities of the place. There still exists a 

common thread between rest of the political parties who 
also have made pronouncements like revival of Article 
370 and pressing for the adoption of the resolution 
passed by J&K Assembly in 2000 that calls for greater 
autonomy which means a pre-1953 position and the 
people are taken on a garden path on such promises 
which looks unlikely to see the light of the day. Peeling 
o f f  t h e  l a y e r s  f r o m  s u c h  m a n i f e s t o s  a n d 
pronouncements it looks like the pot of greater 
autonomy and revival of article 370 has to be kept 
boiling to reap political benefits and to keep anti-India 
constituency and anti-centre constituency alive so that 
such spaces are not closed for milking the cow under the 
political dispensation, for hard bargain and concessions 
to be extracted from the Centre.

The so called narrative of late Jagmohan being 
behind the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits in 90s has again 
come to the fore with life being put into it to evade and 
protect the real culprits behind the heinous crime. This is 
a response to the Supreme Court Judgement that calls for 
constitution of Truth and reconciliation Commission 
which if constituted would definitely lift the veil and fix 
the accountability. But as has been seen during these 35 
years, the truth of toxic exodus forced on KPs has been 
kept under the carpet all these years. Even though 
known terrorists who killed KPs have been arrested but 
for crimes other than assassination of KPs. 
Consequently, our fight has been multifold mostly 
centred on above mentioned issues to keep Kashmir 
politically, socially and culturally a place that genuinely 
accommodates minorities as equal shareholders; 
nothing more and nothing less.

Having said that upcoming elections in Kashmir 
constitute an important route to reconnect with Kashmir. 
As it is definitely helping in creating an electoral space 
for Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir, participation in 
elections therefore, assumes significance. Any 
democratic process has its own dynamics that calls for 
assessing the pros and cons of an exercise such as the 
one whether it is worth to go ahead. My considered 
opinion is  that  under the changed poli t ical 
circumstances, participation would gradually help in 
creation of legitimate minority space for displaced KPs. 
AIKS has been pleading all these years that boycott of 
elections is not wise because we seem to be playing in 
the hands of those who are inimical and not favourably 
disposed towards us. Participation in elections may not 
do miracles but will definitely help in registering our 
presence for greater visibility on the socio-cultural map 
of Kashmir and that I think is a realistic thinking for all 
of us to explore.
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General Secretary's Column

- Puran Patwari

Only a few days are left for start of process of 
election for the post of the President AIKS, who in 
turn will choose his new team for the next three years. 

thThe nomination forms will be available from 5  
October 2024 onwards. I request the Affiliates to 
please clear their arrears before the start of the election 
process and associate your organisation actively with 
the process of elections. As AIKS is an affiliate driven 
organisation, affiliates have to play a leading role in 
formulating the long term policies of AIKS, especially 
in the present scenario where assembly is being formed 
and we will have the Govt. of our elected 
representatives in J&K. Also in view of the latest 
developments where Central Govt. is thinking seriously 
for rehabilitation of KP's back in Kashmir, KP 
organisations have a role to play. I also request the Life 
Members/ Patron Members of AIKS to come forward 
and participate in the forthcoming elections of AIKS.

AIKS organised a community meet at Muthi 
stCamp Jammu: On 1  September 2024, the 

community meet was presided by Dr Romesh Raina, 
President AIKS, wherein a large number of 
community activists and representatives of the local 
organisations participated. The day to day problems 
faced by the KP's were discussed and the relevant 
issues were communicated to the concerned officers 
in the State Govt. The meeting also discussed about 
the long term programs of the Kashmiri Pandits. The 
KP organisations demanded the concrete answer from 
mainstream political parties, both national and 
regional, on their commitment to addressing the long 
standing issues faced by the displaced community. 
The key concerns included the threat perception, the 
injustice faced over the years and the need for a 
comprehensive roadmap for the return and 
rehabilitation of KP's in consultation with mainstream 
KP organisations. The key speakers included Dr. 
Romesh Raina- AIKS, Sh. Utpal Kaul- GKPD, Sh. 
Daleep Mattoo- JKVM, Dr. Manorama Bakshi- 
AIKS, Sh. Ashwani Kumar- GKPD, Sh. Vijay 
Bakaya- Apni Party, Sh. Ajay Bharti- BJP and Sh. Hira 
Lal Bhat- BJP.

AIKS issued Press Communique at Jammu: 
ndDuring the AIKS press release on 2  September 2024 

at Jammu, AIKS reiterated its stand on rehabilitation 

of KP's and demanded the following:
1. To remain steadfast in their demand for justice 

and rehabilitation for the Kashmiri Pandit 
Community.

2. The community is advocating for a permanent 
settlement in the valley, ensuring their return to 
their homes & hearths.

3. Concrete steps for the preservation of Cultural 
heritage.

4. Reference made to change the names of the scared 
Hindu sites such as Shankaracharya Hill as Takht-
i-Sulaiman and Hari Parbat as Koh-e-Maran not 
acceptable. This tantamount to revisionism that 
seeks to erase the region's Hindu heritage. Such 
actions not only affront communal harmony but 
also sow the fresh seeds of doubt about the things 
to flow.

5. Establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission for civil society, as also 
recommended by the Supreme Court.

6. Passage of Temples and Shrines Bill for the 
control and management of KP Temples, shrines, 
and their Cultural Centres.

7. Ensure well-being of PM package employees and 
those KP's who did not leave the valley in the 
wake of terrorism and thereafter.

8. It also demanded the improved living conditions 
for the people living in migrant camps in different 
areas in Jammu.
AIKS also demanded an action oriented response 

from all political parties.
AIKS in association with JKVM and GKPD 

observed Balidan Diwas:- 
To pay homage to the Martyrs who laid down their 

lives for the sovereignty of the nation and the pride of 
Kashmir, "The Janam Bhoomi". AIKS in association 
with JKVM and GKPD observed Balidan Diwas. The 
program was organised at the B.K. Ganjoo memorial 
Shahid Sathal, Kali Bari Marg, BSNL Colony near Gole 
Dakhana, New Delhi from 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm. on 
Saturday, 14th September 2024. A large number of 
Biradari members participated in this programme. The 
presence of a sizeable number of youth of our community 
was very encouraging.

Joint Press Conference by All India Kashmiri Samaj, Global Kashmir Pandit 
Diaspora and Jammu Kashmir Vichar Manch on Supreme Court's verdict on 
abrogation of Article 370 & 35A

NAAD is a monthly community magazine of All India Kashmiri Samaj 
(AIKS) with circulation across the globe. It is published both, in the print and 
electronic forms. The aim of AIKS is to reach the feelings and expressions of its 
writers and authors that keeps the whole community, spread across the globe, 
informed about the happenings, developments and special initiatives that are 
expected to benefit them. To keep the magazine reaching you – on time, all the time 

–  solicits your financial support in the form of liberal donations. Please NAAD
come forward and own this community mouthpiece.

Send your donations to:
v All Cheques/DDs favouring All India Kashmiri Samaj to be sent at H. No. 

308 (LGF), Sector 35, Ashoka Enclave Part -III, Faridabad, Haryana - 121 
003

v Donations/ Subscriptions can also be remitted directly online to the 
following:
A/C Punjab National Bank: A/c No. 0151000100442202
A/C Name : All India Kashmiri Samaj IFSC Code : PUNB0015100

NAAD Needs your Financial Support!
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i-Sulaiman and Hari Parbat as Koh-e-Maran not 
acceptable. This tantamount to revisionism that 
seeks to erase the region's Hindu heritage. Such 
actions not only affront communal harmony but 
also sow the fresh seeds of doubt about the things 
to flow.

5. Establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission for civil society, as also 
recommended by the Supreme Court.

6. Passage of Temples and Shrines Bill for the 
control and management of KP Temples, shrines, 
and their Cultural Centres.

7. Ensure well-being of PM package employees and 
those KP's who did not leave the valley in the 
wake of terrorism and thereafter.

8. It also demanded the improved living conditions 
for the people living in migrant camps in different 
areas in Jammu.
AIKS also demanded an action oriented response 

from all political parties.
AIKS in association with JKVM and GKPD 

observed Balidan Diwas:- 
To pay homage to the Martyrs who laid down their 

lives for the sovereignty of the nation and the pride of 
Kashmir, "The Janam Bhoomi". AIKS in association 
with JKVM and GKPD observed Balidan Diwas. The 
program was organised at the B.K. Ganjoo memorial 
Shahid Sathal, Kali Bari Marg, BSNL Colony near Gole 
Dakhana, New Delhi from 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm. on 
Saturday, 14th September 2024. A large number of 
Biradari members participated in this programme. The 
presence of a sizeable number of youth of our community 
was very encouraging.

Joint Press Conference by All India Kashmiri Samaj, Global Kashmir Pandit 
Diaspora and Jammu Kashmir Vichar Manch on Supreme Court's verdict on 
abrogation of Article 370 & 35A

NAAD is a monthly community magazine of All India Kashmiri Samaj 
(AIKS) with circulation across the globe. It is published both, in the print and 
electronic forms. The aim of AIKS is to reach the feelings and expressions of its 
writers and authors that keeps the whole community, spread across the globe, 
informed about the happenings, developments and special initiatives that are 
expected to benefit them. To keep the magazine reaching you – on time, all the time 

–  solicits your financial support in the form of liberal donations. Please NAAD
come forward and own this community mouthpiece.

Send your donations to:
v All Cheques/DDs favouring All India Kashmiri Samaj to be sent at H. No. 

308 (LGF), Sector 35, Ashoka Enclave Part -III, Faridabad, Haryana - 121 
003

v Donations/ Subscriptions can also be remitted directly online to the 
following:
A/C Punjab National Bank: A/c No. 0151000100442202
A/C Name : All India Kashmiri Samaj IFSC Code : PUNB0015100

NAAD Needs your Financial Support!
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